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±ƻƭΦ мнκ bƻΦо WǳƴŜ нлму  

9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜΣ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ {ǘǊŀƴƳƛƭƭƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

¦ƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ό/w9¦ύΦ  

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΣ 5Ǌ bƻŜƭ tǳǊŘȅΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ άaŀȄƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ 

ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ǘǊŀƴƳƛƭƭƛǎΦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǳƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳƭǝ-ŦŀŎŜǘŜŘΦ 

bǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 

ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŀŎŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ 

ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǳƴŘŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΥ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ έΦ   

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛƭƭ IŀƛǊŜΣ 

/.Σ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ wƻǿƴǘǊŜŜ 

CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ 

ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ сл ƪŜȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎΣ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

ŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ 

ǇŀǊǝŜǎΦ  

Tackling Educational 

Underachievement  



 

 

 
 

This year marks the 21st anniversary of the launch of our Early Childhood Studies 

programme: twenty-one years of shaping educational policy and practice and ensuring 

that our children have the best start in life. Over the past nine months, the ECS team 

have been walking, running, eating, singing and talking their way through their year of 

celebration. 

  
 

 

aǳǎƛŎϪ{ǘǊŀƴ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aǳǎƛŎϪ{ǘǊŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ  ŜŀǊƭȅ 

ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 9/{ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƻŜƳǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũΦ 

 

IŜŀƭǘƘȅ .ƻŘƛŜǎΣ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ aƛƴŘǎ 

LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9/{ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ .ƻŘƛŜǎΣ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ aƛƴŘǎ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΣ 5Ǌ 

.ǊƻƴŀƎƘ aŎYŜŜ ǎŜǘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ нмƭōǎ ƛƴ нм 

ǿŜŜƪǎΦ DǳƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ .ǊƻƴŀƎƘ 

ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ϻǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΦ 

wǳƴ .ǊŜƴŘŀ wǳƴ 

5Ǌ .ǊŜƴŘŀ aŎYŀȅ-wŜŘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΚ нм tŀǊƪ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ нм 

ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΥ ƻǾŜǊ мллƪƳ ƻŦ ŦŜŜǘ ǇƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ 9/{Φ  .ǊŜƴŘŀΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΗ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ tǊƛƴŎŜ IŀǊǊȅΗΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ 

²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ 

/!Y9Φ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ƻŦ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9/{Φ 

Shaping Education  

нмΥнм ²ŀƭƪ 

hƴ мтǘƘ aŀȅΣ нм tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ нм bǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

пΣллл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ 9/{нм ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 5ŀȅΦ 


