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BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies


[bookmark: _Int_Ajyk33W1]The BA (Hons) Degree in Early Childhood Studies offered by Stranmillis University College is based on the concept of ‘Educare’. It aims to both investigate and further advance a multi-professional approach within the field of Early Years in Northern Ireland and beyond. The degree meets the need for highly qualified personnel within the sector with a clearly defined focus on birth to 8 years. The BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Studies provides the essential knowledge and experience for work with young children in a variety of establishments and contexts. The course is organised on a modular basis with the students' workplace experience forming the 'core' of the degree. The modules offered on the degree address broad areas such as ‘Understanding the Child', 'The Child in the Learning Context' and 'The Child in the Family & Community'. The theoretical aspects establish and develop the skills necessary to cope with the demands and challenges of caring for and educating young children in a professional environment.  


Aims of Placement

The Student Placement forms an integral part of the degree and embeds theoretical learning within practice in a supervised and supportive environment. On completion of the degree, graduates are highly qualified, equipped to work with young children in a variety of professional contexts. 

Placement experiences will ensure Early Childhood Studies graduates: - 

· are skilled practitioners;
· have a sound understanding of children’s needs;
· reflect deeply upon their own practice;
· have confidence and independence;
· recognise the link between theoretical perspectives and personal and professional experience;
· demonstrate professional, leadership and management skills.





Placement Overview


	Year
	Semester
	Type of setting
	Attendance requirements
	Contact Coordinator

	
1
	
1
	
Voluntary Preschool

	One day Visit and one day Induction; followed by 2 days per week for 6 weeks.
	Paula Carlin
02890 384358
p.carlin@stran.ac.uk


	
1
	
2
	
Private Day Nursery – baby or toddler room
	One day Induction; followed by two days per week for 10 weeks.
	Paula Carlin
02890 384358
p.carlin@stran.ac.uk


	
2
	
1
	
Statutory Nursery School/Unit/Class
	Three Induction Days; followed by three-week block placement 

	
Catriona Rogers
02890 384392
c.rogers@stran.ac.uk


	
2
	
2
	
Primary School – Foundation Stage 
	Two Induction Days; followed by three-week block placement

	
Catriona Rogers
02890 384392
c.rogers@stran.ac.uk


	
3
	
1
	
Student’s choice
	Induction Day; followed by two days per week for 9 weeks 
	
Sheelagh Carville
02890 384369
s.carville@stran.ac.uk


	
3
	
2
	
Student’s choice
	Induction Day; followed by two days per week for 8 weeks 
	
Sheelagh Carville
02890 384369
s.carville@stran.ac.uk




*Year 1 and 2 students will be visited during their Placement by a Stranmillis University College lecturer.



Roles and Responsibilities
 
Stranmillis University College

The University College will

· ensure the student is aware of professional conduct, confidentiality and the need for parental consent to carry out observations/recording. 

· ensure that the student is aware of and understands the requirements relating to placement tasks, observations and reflective diary. 

· forward relevant information to the setting and respond to enquiries. 

· provide the student with the necessary practical, pastoral and academic support prior to, and during, the period of placement. 

· provide the placement provider and student with information and advice about the placement as required. 

· visit the student on placement and complete a Tutor Visit Report.

· seek feedback from placement providers, with a view to improving the Placement experience.

Placement Provider
The Placement Provider will
 
· identify a named Mentor to support students during placement.

· supervise, advise and involve the student within the daily work environment and provide the student with reasonable and ongoing informal feedback.

· provide the student with information on matters and issues such as the organisation’s policies, procedures, protocols and regulations.

· inform student of expectations regarding appearance, accessories, mobile phone use and dress code.

· give the student the opportunity to engage in observations and support the student in completing required Placement Tasks.

· notify the relevant Module coordinator as soon as possible of any material changes in circumstances, which might affect the student’s placement and any concerns about student’s attendance and/or performance.

· agree and sign Attendance Sheet, Induction Record and relevant Placement Tasks 

· complete and return the Placement Provider’s Report, as emailed by the Placement Team, to the nominated email address on the form.


Student

Placement is a compulsory aspect of the degree. Holidays and/or other activity requiring absence should not be planned during placement. 

The student will: 

· conduct themselves professionally and responsibly at all times.

· adhere to expectations regarding appearance, mobile phone use, accessories and dress code.

· attend the placement as required by the Placement Provider and the University College for the duration of their Placement and follow procedures for reporting any absences.

· report absence from placement as soon as reasonably possible by phoning the Placement Provider AND emailing the Placement Team placements@stran.ac.uk All medical absences should be supported by medical evidence and submitted to Student Support Services studentsupport@stran.ac.uk 

· make up, in agreement with the Placement Provider and the relevant Module coordinator, all days missed through sickness/other absence.

· request changes to placement attendance due to extenuating circumstances with the Module coordinator in the first instance. The final decision rests with the Head of Academic Area.

· become familiar with the relevant policies of the setting, as well as the range of procedures and routines and ensure relevant permissions are obtained.

· inform, as soon as possible, the relevant Coordinator of any difficulties relating to the Placement.

· operate as a member of the team, taking a fair share of duties as advised by the Mentor/Placement Provider.

· carry out Placement Tasks as outlined below.

· ensure their Placement folder is always kept up to date and available for the Mentor/Placement Provider and tutor.

Whilst on placement students are required to complete a Professional Placement Folder. The folder will include Observations, Reflective Diaries and Placement Tasks. Placement Tasks are outlined below


Year 1, Semester 1 Placement Tasks Preschool

	Semester 1
	In addition to daily placement duties, students will keep up to date a Professional Placement Folder. This folder will include Written Observations, Placement Tasks and Daily Reflective Diaries.

	Prior to attending placement
	Phone placement to introduce yourself. Purchase a Ring Binder. This will be your Professional Placement Folder. 

	Induction Week
	Complete Induction Record and upload to Canvas. 
Obtain background Information about the setting: Summarise the following: -
· the history and a description of the setting;
· hours of attendance and structure of the day/week;
· number of staff and their roles/responsibilities;
· funding arrangements and inspection procedures;
· geographical detail and background characteristics of parents and children attending the setting
Select, (with support from the Placement Provider), 2 Child Study Children. These children should be within the ‘expected developmental age range’.

	Week 2 of Placement
	Obtain parental permission to observe the 2 Child Study children. Signed Parent Permission forms will be kept in the Placement folder.

	Week 3
	Physical Development. Carry out 2 Narrative Observations (of child study children) and evaluate these

	Week 4
	Social Development. Carry out 2 Narrative Observations (of child study children) and evaluate these.

	Week 5
	Carry out 2 Time OR Event Sample Observations (of child study children) and evaluate these

	Week 6 
	Carry out 2 Child Tracking Observations (of child study children) and evaluate these. 

	Week 7
	Plan, organize and carry out a play-based activity. Provide evidence of the activity and write an evaluation of the Activity.
Upload signed attendance Record to Canvas

	
	Professional practice folders must be brought to the PDP tutorial following placement to share with the PDP tutor. This will be marked as complete/incomplete.





Professional Reflective Diary

In addition, all Year 1 students are required to complete a professional reflective diary, recording thoughts, professional perspectives, successes, and challenges whilst on practice. The diary may be handwritten or typed and should be kept in the Professional Practice folder for Visiting Tutors and Mentor/Placement Providers. Use the template provided.


Year 1, Semester 2 Placement Tasks DAYCARE

	Semester 2
	In addition to daily placement duties, students will keep up to date a Professional Placement Folder. This folder will include Written Observations, Placement Tasks and a Reflective Diary.

	Week 1 Prior to placement
	Phone placement and arrange day visit. Organise placement folder. 

	Week 2
Induction
	Complete Induction Record and Upload to Canvas.
Select, (with support from the Placement Provider), 2 Child Study Children. These children should be within the ‘expected developmental age range.’

	Week 3
	Obtain parental permission to observe the 2 Child Study children. Signed permission forms will be kept in folder.
Gather Placement Information:  Summarize the following: -
· the history and a description of the setting;
· hours of attendance and structure of the day/week;
· number of staff and their roles/responsibilities;
· fees and inspection procedures;
· geographical detail and background characteristics of parents and children attending the setting.

	Week 4
	Physical Development: Carry out 2 observations on each of your ‘Child Study’ children. Evaluate the observations. Note the next steps/ implications for practice. 

	Week 5
	Social Development: Carry out 2 observations on each of your ‘Child Study’ children. Evaluate the observations and note the next steps/implications for practice. 

	Week 6
	Intellectual Development: Carry out 2 observations on each of your ‘Child Study’ children. Evaluate the observation. Note the next steps/ implications for practice. 

	Week 7
	Communication/Language Development: Carry out 2 observations on each of your ‘Child Study’ children. Evaluate the observations. Note the implications for practice.

	Week 8
	Emotional Development: Carry out 2 observations on each of your ‘Child Study’ children.  Evaluate the observations. Note the next steps/ implications for practice. 

	Week 9
	Describe a care routine within the setting i.e. nappy changing, snack time, sleep time etc. Evaluate the routine.

	Week 10

	Plan and take part in a Nursery Rhyme activity. Evaluate this.

	Week 11
	Plan, organize and carry out an age-appropriate play activity. Provide evidence of the activity. Evaluate the Activity.

	Week 12
	Plan, organize and carry out an age-appropriate play activity. Provide evidence of the activity. Evaluate the Activity. 
Upload signed attendance Record to Canvas

	
	Professional practice folders must be brought to the PDP tutorial following placement to share with the PDP tutor. This will be marked as complete/incomplete.




Professional Reflective Diary

In addition, all Year 1 students are required to complete a professional reflective diary, recording thoughts, professional perspectives, successes, and challenges whilst on practice. The diary may be handwritten or typed and should be kept in the Professional Practice folder for Visiting Tutors and Mentor/Placement Providers. Use the template provided.








Year 2, Semester 1 NURSERY SCHOOL/UNIT

	Semester 1
	Placement Task

	Day visit 1 (full day)
	Information Gathering, including: -
· brief history of the setting;
· description of provision;
· composition of the group/class;
· hours of attendance;
· structure of the day/week;
· number of staff;
· roles/responsibilities;
· relevant policies/procedures/timetables.
The student is required to summarise the above information in their Placement Folder. Placement Provider and Visiting Tutor to sign.
Student and Placement provider to discuss
· Placement Providers’ Information from Stranmillis University College
· Attendance/hours/start and finish times (student should start before the children arrive and finish after they go home, experiencing as full a ‘usual’ nursery day as possible).
· Parental Permission Forms for Observations 
· Placement tasks
· Placement Provider relevant policies and procedures
· Placement Provider expectations 
Complete Induction Record and Upload to Canvas.

	Day visit 2 (full day)
	Select, with support from the Placement Provider, 2 children for specific Child Study Observations during the three-week block. The 2 children should be within the developmental norm, rather than those with additional needs.
Obtain parental permission to observe the 2 Child Study children - evidence of permission to be kept in the Placement folder. 
A record should be made as to why the 2 children were chosen and kept in the Placement folder.

	Day visit 3 (full day)
	Final preparations/discussions with Placement Provider before three-week block placement begins. 

	Week 1
	Specific tasks in addition to general duties
Observations and evaluations
The student should observe the children in general and, more specifically, make a range of written observations of the 2 Child Study children. These observations should be dated, and the context noted. Only the child’s initials or ‘Child A’/Child B should be included as an identifier. An evaluation of the observations made for each child should be made, highlighting what these observations are telling you about the child, what their interests are, their strengths, areas that the child may need a little encouragement/support to develop and the next steps (what does this mean? Next steps?  How can I plan for the child?)
Observation and evaluations should be placed in the Placement folder.
The student should begin to plan activities for implementation in week 2 and 3, using the observations and evaluations as the starting point. This should be done in consultation with the Mentor/Placement Provider and refer to the relevant curriculum document.


	Week 2 
	Specific tasks in addition to general duties
Routines
The student will ensure involvement in one routine within the setting; for example, snack, outdoor play, lunch/dinner. The student will document the routine (outline the procedure) and evaluate its implementation. This should be placed in the Placement folder.
Observation, Planning, Evaluation 
The student will engage in planning and implementing 2 playful activities in two Areas of Learning from the preschool curriculum. These activities should be based on the observations/evaluations of the Child Study children and carried out with a small group of children to include the two child study children. The 2 fully completed activity plans should be placed in the Placement folder. The student can also include photographs of the activity (ensure relevant permissions have been obtained if children are visible.)
Reflection
At the end of the second week, students should complete a reflective diary. This should focus on the following:
*your knowledge and understanding of the preschool curriculum and the application of this in practice
*your knowledge and understanding of the balance between child led and adult led activities


	Week 3
	Specific tasks in addition to general duties
Routines
The student will ensure involvement in one routine within the setting (a different routine from week 1); for example, snack, outdoor play, lunch/dinner. The student will document the routine (outline the procedure) and evaluate its implementation. This should be placed in the Placement folder.
Observation, Planning, Evaluation 
The student will engage in planning and implementing 2 playful activities in two Areas of Learning from the Preschool Curriculum. These activities should be based on the observations/evaluations of the Child Study children and carried out with a small group of children to include the two child study children. The 2 fully completed activity plans should be placed in the Placement folder. The student can also include photographs of the activity (ensure relevant permissions have been obtained if children are visible.)
Reflection
At the end of the second week, students should complete a reflective diary. This should focus on the following:
*the importance of creating successful, respectful professional relationships with colleagues and (where appropriate) other professionals in and outside the setting
*Your application of collaborative skills in practice, including effective listening and working as a member of a team and (where appropriate) in multi-professional contexts)

Professional practice folders must be brought to the PDP tutorial following placement to share with the PDP tutor. This will be marked as complete/incomplete. 





Year 2, Semester 2 FOUNDATION STAGE, PRIMARY

	Semester 1
	Placement Task

	Day visit 1
	Information Gathering, including: -
· brief history of the setting;
· description of provision;
· composition of the group/class;
· hours of attendance;
· structure of the day/week;
· number of staff;
· roles/responsibilities;
· relevant policies/procedures/timetables.
The student is required to summarise the above information in their Placement Folder. Placement Provider and Visiting Tutor to sign.

	Day visit 2
	In consultation with the class teacher, begin preparation for the three-week block placement. Identify the following:
· class theme/topic during the Block Placement;
· 4 children to observe, plan for and provide specific activities for throughout Block Placement. Parental permission forms should be given to each of the four children for completion by parent/guardian.

	Week 1
	Specific tasks in addition to general duties
Observations and evaluations
The student should observe the children in general and, more specifically, make a range of written observations of the 4 Child Study children in at least 3 of the Northern Ireland Curriculum (Primary) Areas for Learning for Foundation stage. These observations should be dated, and the context noted. Only the child’s initials or ‘Child A’/’Child B’ etc. should be included as an identifier. An evaluation of the observations made for each child should be made, highlighting what these observations are telling you about the child, what their interests are, their strengths, areas that the child may need a little encouragement/support to develop and the next steps (what does this mean? Next steps? How can I plan for the child?)
Observation and evaluations should be placed in the Placement folder.
The student should begin to plan activities for implementation in week 2 and 3, using the observations and evaluations as the starting point. This should be done in consultation with the Mentor/Placement Provider and refer to the relevant curriculum document.
Planning  
Using the Observations/evaluations and the identified them as a basis for planning, the student should develop a Thematic Planner that highlights suggested, suitable activities.

	Week 2 
	Observation, Planning, Evaluation 
The student will engage in planning and implementing 2 playful activities in two Areas of Learning of the NI Curriculum (Primary). These activities should be based on the observations/evaluations of the Child Study children and carried out with a small group of children to include the four child study children. The 2 fully completed activity plans should be placed in the Placement folder. The student can also include photographs of the activity (ensure relevant permissions have been obtained if children are visible.)
Reflection
At the end of the second week, students should complete a reflective diary. This should focus on the following:
*your knowledge and understanding of the NI curriculum (primary) and the application of this in practice
*your knowledge and understanding of the balance between child led and adult led activities

	Week 3
	Observation, Planning, Evaluation 
The student will engage in planning and implementing 2 playful activities in two Areas of Learning of the NI Curriculum (Primary). These activities should be based on the observations/evaluations of the Child Study children and carried out with a small group of children to include the two child study children. The 2 fully completed activity plans should be placed in the Placement folder. The student can also include photographs of the activity (ensure relevant permissions have been obtained if children are visible.)
Reflection
At the end of the third week, students should complete a reflective diary. This should focus on the following:

*the importance of creating successful, respectful professional relationships with colleagues and (where appropriate) other professionals in and outside the setting
*your application of collaborative skills in practice, including effective listening and working as a member of a team and (where appropriate) in multi-professional contexts)

Professional practice folders should be brought to the first PE2 class following placement to share with the tutor. This will be marked as complete/incomplete.






*During this Placement the student will be recorded, by their Visiting Tutor, during a planned activity, for a maximum of 5 minutes. Written permission from parents must be received. This video will be used by the student to complete a written assignment. 






































Year 3, Semester 1 Placement 

	Semester 1
	Students will engage in all aspects of placement, including all tasks relevant to their Dissertation/Project Management Task.

	Week 1 of Semester
	[bookmark: _Int_0940Ftxb]Starting back in College.

	Week 2 
Day Visit (full day)
	Contact placement and arrange day visit. 
The student should familiarise him/herself with the setting’s policies/procedure and agree start/finish times.
Discuss with the Placement Provider relevant information relating to their Dissertation/Project Management Task. Agree the focus of the Placement with the Mentor/Placement Provider and note below.

	
	Reflection
At the end of each week, students should complete professional reflections, based on their identified weekly tasks.

	Week 3 
	



	Week 4
	



	Week 5
	



	Week 6
	



	Week 7
	



	Week 8
	



	Week 9
	



	Week 10
	



	Week 11
	



	Week 12
	






Year 3, Semester 2 Placement 

	Semester 1
	Students will engage in all aspects of placement, including all tasks relevant to their Dissertation/Project Management Task. Year 3 students are encouraged to keep a daily reflective diary. 

	Week 1 of Semester
	 Starting back in College.

	Week 2 
Day Visit (full day)
	Contact placement and arrange day visit. 
The student should familiarise him/herself with the setting’s policies/procedure and agree start/finish times
Discuss with the Mentor/Placement Provider relevant information relating to their Dissertation/Project Management Task. Agree the focus of the Placement with the Placement Provider and note below.

	
	Reflection
At the end of each week, students should complete professional reflections, based on their identified weekly tasks.

	Week 3 
	



	Week 4
	



	Week 5
	



	Week 6
	



	Week 7
	



	Week 8
	



	Week 9
	






Employment
Students frequently secure employment at the same location where they completed their placement, reflecting their skills and professionalism. However, any employment agreement must be arranged independently between the student and the placement provider and these hours must be outside of Semester 1 and 2 timetabling. Please note that hours worked as an employee cannot be counted towards placement hours. Students cannot receive payment for completed placement hours.


Finally
We hope the placement experience is beneficial for both the student and the placement provider. Your feedback is important to us, and we welcome any suggestions from students or providers to help improve the placement process. We would be happy to discuss any ideas for enhancement.
 
Please get in touch as detailed below:

Year 1 module coordinator: Paula Carlin 02890 384358 p.carlin@stran.ac.uk 
Year 2 module coordinator: Catriona Rogers 02890 384392 c.rogers@stran.ac.uk
Year 3 module coordinator: Sheelagh Carville 02890 384369   s.carville@stran.ac.uk 
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