Case Study 3
Child C
Case history
Provide the reason for choosing this child:When they started school Child C was said to be a selective mute by the pre-school. Child C is very quiet and lacks the confidence to verbally share ideas both in whole class discussion and in one to one conversations. It has therefore been confirmed that this child has a mild form of mutism.

What is in place for this child in terms of classroom, individual or withdrawal support (if relevant)?· Classroom support: 
· Staff are aware that Child C finds answering questions in front of the whole class difficult & coming up to the front of the whole class to celebrate work etc. difficult so we are respectful of this and rather than putting them on the sport to answer questions we subtly use ways to ensure they are still fully taking part. For example: they are seated beside a friend who they are confident with and they both come up together, I’ll show their work but scaffold their discussion about it.
· Small group guided reading is used to help Child B develop their speaking skills but in a small groups (maximum of 4 in the group).
· Individual support: 
· ‘10x2’ strategy: through this strategy the teacher spends 2 minutes every day with Child C nurturing their confidence in talking about things that they like and their life etc.
· Child B is encouraged with dojo points and non-verbal cues such as thumbs up, sending a heart or a smile etc.



Do they have an allocated classroom assistant?
No. 
Child C is seated at the front of the classroom next to her close friend who she does talk to and therefore this is a support that is in place on top of additional support from the CA and teacher.




Learning ability/ groupings· Literacy: Child C is in a small reading group and will now read in this small group most of the time however in bigger groups or in front of people she isn’t comfortable with she won’t speak. For key words she can point out the word if you say it and her writing ability is good. 
· Numeracy: Child C has a high ability in numeracy and again works well in small group scenarios.
· ICT: When using iPads or playing online games Child C is able to competently complete activities and find information. 
· WAU: When taking part in whole class activities or circle time activities Child C struggles as she doesn’t have the confidence to give her input in these scenarios but when broken into smaller groups it is clear that she does have a good understanding of what was being discussed and she is always clearly engaged with the discussions that are taking place.
· Music: Child C has particularly enjoyed exploring different ways of making music with percussion instruments as she is not confident when singing. 
· Art: Child C really enjoys art and is able to share a range of great ideas when she is working as part of group projects where she feels comfortable.
· Physical Education: Child C enjoys our PE lessons however as she is quiet it would be easier for the teacher to miss out on any challenges she has and therefore special attention must be made to ensuring that all is ok with her.
· R.E.: Child C enjoys listening to RE stories and then completing relating activities such as crafts.

Writing Groups: Group 1 (HA)
Numeracy Groups: Group 1 (HA)
Reading Group: Group 6 (Level 4)
Identified areas for development
A – achieved                                    P/A – partially achieved 
AWS – achieved with support                NA – not achieved
	Target
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Wk 6
	Wk 7

	To develop her talking skills, working towards being able to talk in a Chatterpix recording.
	NA: she enjoyed watching her peers work with Chatterpix but when asked to join in she didn’t want to.
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	AWS
	A

	To engage in a talking and listening activity with a small group of 4 people.
	NA: engages in the listening but isn’t yet comfortable sharing ideas.
	NA: during reading groups Child C wouldn’t read out loud.
	NA
	P/A
	NA
	P/A
	A

	To get up at the front of class to share work.
	AWS: when picked as star of the week she came up and held Miss G’s hand.
	P/A
	NA
	NA
	P/A
	AWS
	AWS

	To work with a set of different people during PBL.
	P/A able to work with 2 others when supported by Miss G.
	P/A
	NA
	AWS
	A
	A
	A


EvidenceTarget 1
23/2/22: She came into the Chatterpix play area and was able to nod or shake her head to respond to questions but did not want to record her voice. She did however set up the scenes for her peers to take pictures of for the chatterpix.
Week 3: Child C was off school this week.
Week 4: It seems that after being off school last week Child C has struggled to find her confidence again however by 18/3 she was able to nod to answer a question.
Week 5: Again Child C’s confidence has continued to be low and thrown after being off school.
30/3/22: During PBL today Child C was able to record a voice recording in Chatterpix with her friend F’s support.
5/4/22: Today Child C was observed exploring Chatterpix recordings during PBL.
Target 2
25/2/22: During small group shared writing opportunities child C was observed listening to suggestions by her peers but not giving her own ideas.
28/2-3/3/22: This week during guided reading Child C declined to read when it came round to her turn.
Week 3: Child C was off school this week.
Week 4: At the beginning of the week Child C would not read in her guided reading sessions but by 16/3 she did read 1 page of the book.
23/3/22: When doing reading with Child C’s group she would not read in front of her guided reading group of 3 pupils.
31/3/22: Today 2 of Child C’s reading group were off school meaning that it was just Child C and her friend F in the reading group and she was able to read her book aloud to myself and F.
6/4/22: Today I led Child C’s reading group and she was able to read her pages with her full reading group listening.

Target 4
22/2/22: When her friend wanted to go to a different play area I offered to go with Child C to the area she wanted (I wasn’t sure she would come with me as she didn’t really know me well as this as her first day in with me). And she happily took my hand and led me to the area she wanted to play at, and once at the play area she was happy to play independently.
3/3/22: During PBL I split the class into 2 separate groups, taking 1 group outside while the other staying inside. Child C was able to work with a number of different pupils when we were playing outside, including E and I-L.
Week 3: Child C was off school this week.
15/3/22: Child C’s usual PBL buddy was off school today and it was great to watch her come to my play area and begin to play with I-L (however she wasn’t talking to I-L just nodding and making contributions to the practical nature of the play).
24/3/22: Today the Coleraine football club mascot came to school and Child C’s best friend was too scared to go out but Child C happily went with other children out to meet the mascot.
29/3/22: Today Child C and F chose to go to different PBL areas and Child C worked well with her class.
6/4/22: For the past few days I have noted that Child C has been enjoying playing with A and E during PBL.

Target 3
23/2/22: I picked Child C as the star of the day as she brought in a poster she had made at home that had all of her key words on it, but I wasn’t sure if she would come to the front for her compliments as is the usual structure. I gave her the option to stay in her seat or come up to the front and she put her hand out and then came and held my hands, pointing at the people that she wanted to give her a compliment which was really positive. It also showed that she is more comfortable with me as she would come up with me.
3/3/22: During our key words lesson I asked a number of pupils to come to the front and find particular words, pointing them out when I say the word. Child C was able to come and point to a key word on the board when I asked her to.
Week 3: Child C was off school this week.
Week 4: Child C was particularly quiet this week and was not keen to even join circle time, however by 18/3 she was able to answer a whole class question by nodding her head.
25/3/22: Child C was picked as the star of the week today and she was happy to come to the front of the class to see Mighty Mickey and was congratulated by the whole class.
31/3/22: This morning Child C took my hand and came to the front of class to share her morning activity with all of the addition sums she had created, holding her page up for people to see as I read what she had written.
8/4/22: Today Child C brought in her junk art police car into school that she completed for homework. I asked her to come to the front to share it with the class and at first she was reluctant but she came up with her friend and shared with the class. While Child C did not talk about her project she was able to answer my questions by nodding and shaking her head.


Summary comments
I have found it really interesting to observe Child C over the past 7 weeks. While she was described in nursery as almost completely mute it has been evident to me that over time as she becomes more comfortable with different people she becomes more confident in communicating verbally. However despite her quiet manner Child C is by no means unhappy in school and rather came in everyday with a big smile and whether she was confident to talk to peers or not she was always visibly happy in their company.
Interestingly I noted that after a period of absence Child C became a little more withdrawn and it did take her a few weeks to regain the confidence to verbally communicate with myself and some of her peers when she returned to school.
It is clear that with time Child C’s confidence with people she knows is growing and so I think it will be interesting going forward to see how transitioning into different classes throughout her primary school experience goes.






