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Certificate in Religious Education 
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	Course Coordinator

	Dr A Gracie

	a.gracie@stran.ac.uk 

	028 9038 4391



   



Course Tutors:
Dr B.McDade, Dr A Gracie, Fr D.McGrattan, Rev N.Craig, Dr O.Mark (and others)

Section A: Course Information


Course Content:
This course covers the topics and materials as well as the skills necessary for the award of the Certificate of Education by St.Mary’s University College at the end of this 3 year Programme of study. It combines academic learning delivered in lectures, seminars and workshops and a practical element which is experienced in school-based placements in every year.
The programme presents a summary of the Catholic faith which enables teachers to teach it in a child-centred, developmentally appropriate manner while simultaneously exploring issues surrounding Catholic identity, inter-culturalism, religious diversity and the importance of promoting respect for all pupils.
Delivery will be In-Person for most of the weeks but may include one or two online sessions or weeks when you are set independent study tasks.

Course Aims:
Throughout the three years, this Certificate Course aims to develop:

· Students’ self-confidence and self-esteem in expressing and sharing their thoughts and ideas about their own faith development and how best to pass this on to their pupils
· an awareness of the distinctive nature of Religious Education in Catholic schools and their place within contemporary society in Northern Ireland today
· an awareness of new materials available as classroom resources in hard copy and often online which will engage their pupils who are very familiar with Information and Communication Technology being used as an aid to their learning

Learning Outcomes:

Outcomes refer to how student learning throughout the course is assessed. This course will assess students’ ability to:
1. develop competence in delivering RE and faith formation to school children in Catholic Maintained schools 
2. understand the content of the RE Syllabus used in Catholic Maintained schools and its contribution to the development of learners' faith and religious literacy appropriate for their age and ability-levels 
3. understand the symbiotic relationship between personal faith, pedagogy and classroom practice 
4. understand the wider ethos of the Catholic school and how it relates to and engages with the community.




Assessment

Assessment will consist of one written piece before Christmas (15%) and 1 x 2 hour exam (80%) in May.  An alternative Half-Exam will be provided in December for those students undertaking Erasmus or other study abroad programmes.

The remaining 5% of the Assessment is made up of the mark for Attendance at Lectures/Seminars or engagement with online tasks.

	Year
	December (15%)
	May (80%)
	Attendance (5%)
	
	SBW

	1
	Reflective Essay
	End of Year Exam
	[image: 43,008 BEST Black Check Mark IMAGES, STOCK PHOTOS &amp; VECTORS | Adobe Stock]
	
	Observed

	2
	Catholic Social Teaching Essay
	End of Year Exam
	[image: 43,008 BEST Black Check Mark IMAGES, STOCK PHOTOS &amp; VECTORS | Adobe Stock]
	
	Assessed

	3
	Essay
	End of Year Exam
	[image: 43,008 BEST Black Check Mark IMAGES, STOCK PHOTOS &amp; VECTORS | Adobe Stock]
	
	Assessed




This course will be assessed at the appropriate level for the academic year as outlined in the Assessment Mark Scheme in the BEd Primary or Post Primary Programme Handbook. 


Completion of the Certificate

In order to successfully pass the certificate, students must achieve an average of 40% or above on all coursework and examinations associated with the certificate and at least 2 passing grades on the associated SBW placements.
To obtain a commendation, students must pass and in addition the average must be 55% or above and at least one SBW grade of at least 60% be achieved.
To obtain a high commendation, students must pass and in addition the average must be 60% or above and at least two SBW grades of at least 60% be achieved.
To obtain a distinction, students must pass and in addition the average must be 65% or above and at least one SBW grade of at least 70% be achieved.

Useful Information
Please refer to the BEd Primary Programme Handbook for further information on:
· General Regulations for all University courses;
· The examination process;
· Assessment mark schemes;
· Plagiarism regulations;
· Guide to using the Harvard Reference System.






Section B: Course Outlines

Year 1

[bookmark: _Hlk82881897]Sample Course Content – The order of sessions may change from year to year.

	[bookmark: _Hlk82881930]
	YEAR 1

	Week 
	Topic 

	1
	Registration for the RE Certificate Course

	2
	Today’s approach to RE  1 

	3
	Today’s approach to RE  2 

	4
	The History of Catechesis

	5 
	Models of Catechesis

	6
	READING WEEK

	7
	History of the Sacraments 

	8
	Sacraments of Initiation

	9
	Prayer and Worship 

	10
	Christology

	11
	Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

	12
	How do we get to know God? Reason, experience and revelation.

	
	CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

	13
	Practical Workshop on Sacramental Preparation in the Primary Classroom

	17
	Bible as Grand Narrative - Genesis 1&2  

	18
	Abraham and Covenant 

	19
	Exam & SBW 
Preparation

	
	SCHOOL BASED WORK

	26
	Jesus and the Eucharist – A historical overview



[bookmark: _Hlk82967185]Year 1 Classes –

Wednesday Afternoons 4:00-5:30 in SR 10 – 1st Floor (Green Corridor) Central Building
Please Note :  Additional Workshops in January in Week 16 BEFORE B.Ed Teaching begins (not optional)
Attendance will be taken at every class



[bookmark: _Hlk82976458]Year 2

[bookmark: _Hlk188449758]Sample Course Content – The order of sessions may change from year to year.


	
	YEAR 2

	Week 
	Topic 

	2
	Exodus and liberation

	3
	The Bible: God's story and our story

	4
	Covenant, community: Prophecy and renewal 

	5 
	Catholic Social Teaching

	6
	READING WEEK

	7
	Teaching World Religions

	8
	Introduction to the Four Gospels

	9
	Jesus: Kingdom, parables, miracles; Jesus and his disciples

	10
	The Holy Spirit, Pentecost and the Early Church

	11
	The Early Centuries of the Christian Church;

	12
	The Medieval Church & Reformation 

	
	CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

	16
	Sacramentality and Sacraments; marriage; holy orders. 

	17
	Exam & SBW Preparation 

	18
	Vatican II and its aftermath

	
	SCHOOL BASED WORK

	19
	Devotion to Our Lady

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk145781053]Yr 2 SBW Maintained School x 3 WEEKS  *



Year 2 Classes –

Wednesday Afternoons 4.00pm – 5:30pm in SR 9 – 1st Floor (Green Corridor) Central Building
Attendance will be taken at every class. 5% of Year total is awarded for attendance.




Year 3

Sample Course Content – The order of sessions may change from year to year.


	
	YEAR 3

	Week 
	Topic 

	1
	Role of teacher as Moral Educator


	2
	Morality and Conscience


	3
	PSP DAY VISITS- No Class


	4
	The Theology of the Body


	5 
	Relationships and Sexuality Education in the Classroom


	6
	READING WEEK

	7
	Ethics: Teaching about Abortion in the Catholic School

	8
	SEN PLACEMENT

	9
	PSP DAY VISITS-No Class 


	10
	Ethics: Euthanasia and the Sanctity of Life


	11
	Ethics: Natural Law (1 hour)
Ethics: Human Rights (1 hour)


	12
	The Catholic Ethos in Education and the Role of the Diocesan Advisor


	
	CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS



Year 3 Classes – Semester 1 ONLY.

Wednesday Mornings 11.00am – 1.00pm in SR 8 – 1st Floor (Green Corridor) Central Building
Attendance will be taken at every class









School Based Work for the RE Certificate.
Year 1 – 4 Weeks Controlled/Integrated + 3 weeks Maintained (block) + 3 weeks Maintained (May/June)

Year 2 – 7 Weeks SBW placement (Con/Main/Integ) + 3 weeks Maintained (May/June) * This placement to be organised by the student.

Year 3 – 7 Weeks SBW placement in Maintained school (if going on Erasmus, this can be postponed until Year 4)





[bookmark: _Hlk82976985]




The Summer placement block (3 weeks) for Year 1 and Year 2 students will normally take place on the last week of May (beginning on the Spring Bank Holiday Monday) and the first two weeks of June.

Please see individual Guidance for each year group for the requirements and expectations of students during SBW for the RE Certificate.


Attendance

Students should inform themselves of procedures to report medical absences or absences due to special circumstances and such submissions will be considered by the Board of Examiners. However, students should note that medical and permitted absences do not automatically lower the attendance threshold. The link to relevant forms can be found here: https://stran.sharepoint.com/sites/StranmillisStudentIntranet/SitePages/Exceptional-Circumstances.aspx 
Assignment submission 
All assignments will be uploaded online via Canvas and further details on how to submit in this way will be provided during the course.

Late submission
Continuous assessment/coursework submitted after the deadline will be penalised at the rate of 5% of the total marks available for each calendar day late up to a maximum of five calendar days, after which a mark of zero shall be awarded.  The example below illustrates this.
Example of work due on Thursday 16th December 5pm:
	Work submitted before Thu 16th at 5pm 
	Full mark awarded 

	Work submitted between Thu 16th at 5pm and Fri 17th at 5pm
	A deduction of 5 % will be applied

	Work submitted between Fri 17th at 5pm and Sat 18th at 5pm
	A deduction of 10 % will be applied

	Work submitted between Sat 18th at 5pm and Sun 19th at 5pm
	A deduction of 15 % will be applied

	Work submitted between Sun 19th at 5pm and Mon 20th at 5pm
	A deduction of 20 % will be applied

	Work submitted after Mon 20th at 5pm
	A mark of zero recorded  



This excludes University closure days. The late penalty will apply to the continuous assessment/coursework component mark only and not to the overall module mark.  
Exemptions shall be granted only if there are exceptional circumstances, and where the student has made a case in writing using the appropriate form and with appropriate supporting evidence if required (available here) by email to student-absence@stran.ac.uk  within three working days of the deadline for submission or where a concession has been agreed on the grounds of a student’s disability. A list of guidelines on acceptable exceptional circumstances is contained in the Guidelines on Exceptional Circumstances.  Extensions to deadlines shall be proportionate to the impact of the exceptional circumstances.
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