SBW Guidance for the RE Certificate –YEAR 1

Placement in a Catholic School: All students who are taking the RE Certificate are required to complete 6 weeks SBW in a Catholic Maintained School in each of their first three years at Stranmillis. In first year this is made up of the last three weeks of their seven week block placement (Key Stage 2 phase) plus an additional three weeks in the summer term. This is normally done in the first three weeks of June. 
[bookmark: _Hlk72337968]Requirements in school: During the RE placement, students are asked to teach as many RE lessons as possible (depending on the timetable of the class they are in) and also to take part in the faith formation of pupils in the class by leading class prayers, taking assemblies, helping classes to prepare for the sacraments or taking part in the sacramental life of the school as required by the Principal or their class teacher.
During the summer placement Students are still required to be in school for the full day every day during this placement and they can teach other Areas of Learning such as Literacy, Art, PE, the World Around Us or PDMU as their teacher requires. When they are not actively teaching, they should help out in the classroom by supporting individual pupils, taking reading groups or generally completing any task assigned to them by their teacher. In the summer term ONLY, they do not have to produce Lesson Plans for any of these classes, apart from RE. If it suits their SBW tutor and the class, an RE lesson may be assessed as part of their SBW – if not, they will receive an RE tutor visit during the summer placement.
[bookmark: _Hlk188451516]Portfolio of Engagement: This is a compulsory part of the RE Certificate and students must provide evidence of their engagement with Religious Education and the Religious life of the school. As with the B.Ed programme, they are required to make a separate OneDrive folder on Office 365 entitled RE Certificate, which will be shared with their SBW tutor and with Dr Anita Gracie. In this folder students will create 3 sub-folders entitled: Lesson Plans and Resources, Engagement with Ethos and Personal Reflections.
In each of the lesson folders you must put lesson plans and resources for 2 RE lessons per week. If the class timetable is not able to accommodate 2 sessions of RE per week, these lesson plans should still be prepared for assessment purposes. 
In the Engagement with Ethos folder, there should be evidence of student’s engagement with the faith formation of the pupils in the school. This evidence could include lesson plans, screenshots from Grow-in-Love resources used, photos or videos of them delivering an assembly or leading prayers in the classroom, an end of theme prayer service or photos of a sacred space they have organised in the classroom.
Questions or Enquiries: If students, teachers or Principals have any questions about this guidance or the requirements of RE Cert students during these placement weeks, please contact the programme co-ordinator, Dr Anita Gracie by email: a.gracie@stran.ac.uk or by phone: (028) 90384391.

